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Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 January 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) K Claim(s) 1-8.10-12 and 14-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-8. 10-12 and 14-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Prosecution Application 

1 . The request filed on 1/30/07 for a Continued Examination (RCE) is accepted and 
a RCE has been established. An action on the RCE follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-8, 10-12 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ikenoya, USP 4,493,677. 

Re dm 1-8, 10-12 and 14-20, Ikenoya discloses a continuously variable 
transmission comprising: 

• A primary pulley (8) 

• A secondary pulley (1 0) 

• A drive belt (11) 

• A fan blade (44) 

• A case (Figures 2 and 3) 

• A shroud wall (48) arranged independently from an inner surface of the 
casing, and the shroud wall has a base (where attached with screw 47) 
and free end (where it is unattached) and near the intake region (45) 
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• A scrolling surface (inside surface of casing) 

• A clearance gradually increasing over a quarter of said one of the pulleys 
(see Figure 2, pulley 16) 

• An intake port/intake region (45, moves the are from the chamber A to 
pulley chamber B) 

• Wherein the shroud wall is arranged near the intake port (45) 

• An exhaust port/discharge region (open area around pulley 10 that allows 
air to travel from Chamber B to Chamber A). 

• a unidirectional airflow plate (48) provided in said case and attached to the 
scrolling surface 

• wherein said shroud wall and case represent a combination that is 
monolithic (combined together into one part) 

• wherein an interior surface of said case extends to opposite sides of said 
shroud wall so as to have said shroud wall increase an amount of scroll 
surface conformance to a rotation travel path of an outer surface of said 
one of the pulleys (see Figure 2) 

• wherein said shroud wall has a curvature which follows along a region of 
said one of the pulleys (8) which region includes a first sub-region where 
in said pulley is in contact with the belt (shroud wall to the left of 
intersection point with belt) and a second sub-region wherein said pulley is 
free of contact with said belt (where shroud wall intersects with belt in 
Figure 2). 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 12/27/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

5. The applicant argues that Ikenoya fails to disclose that the intake port is arranged 
near the shroud wall (remarks page 6 lines 19-21, page 8 lines 10-20). 

The examiner disagrees and directs the applicant to Figure 2 where it is clear 
that the shroud wall, defined now as character 48, is near the intake port 45. As no 
reference character is present in Figure 2 for the shroud wall see the Figure below. 




6. The applicant argues that Ikenoya fails to disclose a shroud wall on which is 
formed a scrolling surface (remarks page 8 lines 1-3). 
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The examiner disagrees and argues that Ikenoya discloses a wall 48 on which a 
scroll surface is formed (surface labeled in the Figure above as A). As broadly recited 
claim 1 does not set forth any structural limitations that differentiate the wall and scroll 
surface of Ikenoya from the instant application. Ikenoya does indeed disclose that 48 is 
the foot portion of a plate however, a plate is indeed a wall as it has a thickness and any 
surface of a wall is indeed a scroll surface. 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/29/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

8. Applicant argues that Ikenoya fails to teach a shroud wall like that defined in the 
present invention. 

The examiner disagrees for the same reasons as discussed above. Ikenoya 
discloses a wall 48 formed about a circumference of a pulley 16. As broadly recited 
claim 1 does not set forth any structural limitations that differentiate the wall of Ikenoya 
from the instant application. Ikenoya does indeed disclose that 48 is the foot portion of 
a plate however, a plate is indeed a wall as it has a thickness. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Pilkington whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5052. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




JP 

3/20/07 




